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The Literary Exploration of Guan Panpan's Image and
the Narrative Formation of the Swallow Tower Story
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Abstract: The story of Guan Panpan and the Swallow Tower has evolved over more than a mi-
llennium, transforming from a historical fragment into a literary classic infused with emotion
and cultural depth. Through an examination of diverse textual records from the 7ang to Qing
dynasties—including anecdotal writings, poetic commentaries, and operatic adaptations—it bec-
omes evident that Guan Panpan's image shifted from that of a silent singing girl in Bai juyi's
works to her eventual establishment as a classic talented woman in the Complete 7ang Poems.
The formation of Guan Panpan's literary persona necessitates a combination of historical res-
earch: clarifying the historical misattribution regarding her identity, explaining the origins of

the erroneous accounts surrounding her relationship with Zhang Jianfeng and his son Zhang

Yin, and interpreting the Swallow Tower as a literary symbol with multiple layers of meaning
and emotional resonance in the writings of literati such as Su Shi, Wen Tianxiang, Qin Guan,
and Sadula. By delineating the development of Guan Panpan's image and elucidating the histo-

rical reality behind the story of the Swallow Tower, this study offers an exemplary case for u-
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nderstanding the literary construction and narrative transmission of ancient female figures.
Keywords: Guan Panpan; The Swallow Tower; Textual evolution; Historical investigation; Cultu-

ral interpretation
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