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The Sentimental Narratives in the Book of Songs
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Abstract: The Book of Songs, as the oldest classical anthology of poetry in China, profoundly
influenced the formation of thematic concerns in later poetic creations through its authentic
reflection of contemporary social realities. The Airs of the States often depict the sorrows of
folk romance, grievances, and the hardships of conscription, while the Odes focus on expressi-
ng the aristocratic laments over existential anxieties and political admonitions. Artistically, the
use of repetitive structures and the imagery of time and space collectively intensify the expr-
ession of melancholic emotions. This tradition was inherited by the realistic spirit of the Han-
dynasty Music Bureau poetry (Yuefu) and the existential consciousness of the Nineteen OId P-
oems, profoundly shaping the developmental trajectory of later Chinese poetry. Simultaneously,
it is essential to analyze the class—based distinctions in the melancholic themes between the
Airs of the States and the Odes, examine core narrative techniques such as repetition and th-
e construction of temporal and spatial imagery, and illustrate the inheritance and evolution of
this tradition through examples from Han-dynasty Yuefu poetry and the Nineteen OIld Poems.
This exploration reveals how the Book of Songs established the lyrical paradigm in Chinese I-
iterature, where narrative and emotion are intertwined.
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