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Abstract: The Tsinghua Bamboo Slip text ZhouGongZhiQinWu, a lost ode which belonging to t-
he pre—Qin dynasty, is recently discovered. It currently stands as the only complete surviving
poetic—musical document which can be included in the "Odes" genre. The text records the ad-
monishments given by the Duke of Zhou and King Cheng to their officials, characterized by i-
ts archaic and vigorous language. Ideologically, ZhouGongZhiQinWu holds great importance for
understanding the governing philosophy of the early Zhou dynasty. In the poem, the Duke of
Zhou and King Cheng summarize the reasons for the rise and fall of the Xia and Shang dyn-
asties, putting forward political concepts such as "matching Heaven with virtue" (yi de pei tian)
and "protecting the people through virtue" (yi de bao min). These concepts represent a depa-
rture from the traditional, passive mindset of "fearing Heaven" (wei tian). Instead, they take "
King Wen's virtue" (Wen Wang zhi de) as their model, who advocate that both ruler and mini-
sters should govern with virtue and illustrate their moral characters. They also proactively inv-
estigate and resolve the practical issues in the early Zhou dynasty. To a large extent, ZhouGo-
ngZhiQinWu is a quintessential text presenting the "virtue—based political philosophy" of the
early Zhou dynasty (de xing zheng zhi guan).
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