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Abstract: Guangfu Nanyin was originally a traditional recreational narrative art popular in the
Pearl River Basin. Current Affairs Pictorial, founded in 1905, incorporated it into the enlighte-
nment propaganda system of the bourgeois revolutionary camp, bringing about profound tran-
sformations in both its textual form and social function. Taking 65 Nanyin works published in
Current Affairs Pictorial from 1905 to 1909 as the research object, this paper examines their
manifestations in thematic expansion, stylistic transformation and functional shift. This study
finds that the Nanyin works in Current Affairs Pictorial broke through the limitations of trad-
itional romantic narratives and incorporated public issues such as anti-imperialist patriotism a-
nd social criticism into their creative scope. Through stylistic innovations including flexible sy-
ntactic structures, journalistic narration and public-oriented lyricism, they achieved the integr-
ation of traditional folk art forms and modern enlightenment ideas.
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