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Abstract: The present—day Odes of Zhou are composed of individual stanzas and are relatively

short, which may not be their original form. The original texts were likely in the form of gr-
oup poems. The formation of the present—day Odes of Zhou can be attributed to two ways: o-
ne is the division of the original group poems into several pieces, and the other is that due t-
o certain reasons, only one or a few poems of the original group poems remained, while the
rest were lost. These two ways might have intertwined. The transformation of the early group
poem form of the Odes of Zhou into the present form was due to the natural process of do-
cument loss, the editing by the court musicians of the vassal states, the independence and el-
evated status of the poems, and other reasons. Confucius might not have deleted the Odes of
Zhou, but he did sort and revise the various versions of the Odes of Zhou that had been jum-
bled by the vassal states, thus establishing the basic appearance of the Odes of Zhou that has
been passed down to us.
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