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Abstract: Several passages in the "Xiangdang" chapter of the Analects are closely related to the
ritual procedures of diplomatic missions. Traditional studies have often treated these passages
as fragmentary records of Confucius's personal conduct, interpreting them in isolation witho-

ut uncovering their inherent systematic nature and ritual context. By integrating canonical rit-

ual texts such as The Book of Etiquette and Ceremonial(YiLi) and The Book of Rites(Liji), this
paper conducts a holistic and intertextual analysis of The Diplomatic Rites(PinLi) related pas-
sages in the Xiangdang chapter. It argues that these texts do not depict Confucius's actual be-
havior but rather constitute his disciples' records and systematization of the ritual procedures
transmitted by Confucius. The study first supplements semantic and logical gaps in previous

exegesis, then reconstructs the official titles such as "lower minister" and "upper minister" wit-

hin the ritual framework to clarify their specific roles in the diplomatic ceremony. Through a

connected analysis of four key passages, the paper demonstrates that they respectively corres-

nn

pond to different stages of the ritual: "the usher receiving and escorting the envoy," "the prin-
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cipal envoy entering the gate and presenting the jade tablet," and "the senior usher conversing
with the envoy." Together, they form a multi-perspective and complementary narrative of ritu-
al procedures. This discovery provides a new understanding path for the interpretation of the
chapter of Xiangdang, and provides a case based on the specific ritual examination for the in-
teraction of pre—Qin ritual texts.

Keywords: Analects "Xiangdang" chapter; The Diplomatic Rites(PinLi); Confucius; Ritual interpr-

etation
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	1“君召使摈”：并非单一视角的孔子行仪
	2“入公门”者为主宾或上傧
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