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The Inheritance and Innovation of Chinese Painting's
Negative Space Aesthetics in the Digital Age: Balancing
Technical Adaptability and Spiritual Core

Wen Fuyul*
(* School of Plastic Arts, Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, Tianjin City, 300141, China)

Abstract: The core of the blank space aesthetics in Chinese painting is not the superficial
presentation of blank areas, but is rooted in the Taoist philosophical thought of the interdependence
of being and non-being, aiming at the pursuit of an artistic conception where words have an end but
meaning is endless, as well as the visual logic of the contrast between the real and the illusory. In the
digital age, technological carriers such as pixels, code, and virtual space have restructured the form
of white space, but they have also triggered a dual predicament of "technological overload eroding
the spiritual core" and "adhering to tradition and detaching from the digital field" This article
adheres to the principle of not losing the spiritual core and maintaining a proper degree of
technological adaptation. By analyzing practical cases in digital ink wash painting, interaction design,
VR/AR art, and new media installations, it sorts out the inheritance path of the blank space aesthetics
- how to preserve the essence of "artistic conception first" and "the interplay of reality and illusion".
At the same time, explore the direction of innovation: how to make digital technology an extension of
the blank space artistic conception rather than a replacement, and ultimately build a new paradigm
of blank space aesthetics where technological adaptation and spiritual core coexist, providing
theoretical support and practical reference for the contemporary transformation of traditional
aesthetics.
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