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A Study of the Revolutionary Narrative of Tuhua Xinbao
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Abstract: Tuhua Xinbao (The Hlustrated News), published in the modern Chaoshan region, us-
ed political satirical cartoons to stir up agitation and write revolution on behalf of the late—
Qing revolutionaries. Its illustrators devised caricatures that passed judgment on current affai-
rs and laid bare the unwholesome trends and base customs of the Chaoshan region. The pict-
orial's political illustrations adopted a publishing strategy that combined a division of labor b-
etween image and text with the building of momentum through serialization, thereby forging
a shared political identity between the treaty port of Shantou and the overseas Chinese com-
munities of Nanyang (Southeast Asia). Through a sustained revolutionary narrative, it called u-

"

pon its readers to "watch" current affairs and discern right from wrong, transforming the pas-
sive onlooker (kanke) into a citizen (guomin) ready to shoulder responsibility for the affairs o-
f state. By means of a word—and—image narrative, it set before its readers the true face of t-
he Qing court's sham constitutionalism, the crisis of imperialist aggression, and the sordid sp-
ectacle of bureaucratic corruption, thus constructing a continuous and systematic revolutionar-
y narrative.
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