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A Comparative Study on Exegesis of Wen Zi Meng Qiu
and Shuo Wen Jie Zi Zhu
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Abstract: Both Wen Zi Meng Qiu by Wang Yun and Shuo Wen Jie Zi Zhu by Duan Yucai in th-
e Qing Dynasty are based on Xu Shen’ s Shuo Wen Jie Zi and share the same exegetical foun-
dation. As important achievements of Qing textual research, they have made remarkable cont-
ributions to the development of philology in the Qing Dynasty. With identical academic origin-
s yet distinct academic characteristics, the two works are worthy of comparative research. Tak-
ing the lexical interpretation of the two books as the core research object and pictographic c-
haracters, the foremost category of the six writing principles, as the breakthrough point, this
paper compares their similarities and differences in interpreting pictographic characters mainl-
y from the perspective of interpretation content. It summarizes the stylistic features and speci-
fic differences of lexical interpretation in the two classics, and further explores the underlying
reasons for their divergences in interpretation ideas and orientations.
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