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Abstract: During the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, a large number of privat-
e enterprises from coastal regions relocated to China's interior. The key to their survival lay n-
ot merely in the completion of spatial relocation, but in whether they could adapt to the local
environment of their new sites and rebuild stable conditions for production and operation. Af-
ter Zhongyuan Paper Mill relocated to Yibin, it gradually transformed from a technically orie-
nted experimental institution in eastern China into an important paper mill in the southweste-
rn rear area. Its local adaptation mainly depended on the interaction among state support un-
der wartime control, the supply of local resources, and the enterprise's own organizational ca-

pacity. The wartime institutional network provided important conditions for the enterprise's lo-
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cational readjustment and access to resources; local systems of electricity, raw materials, land,
and transportation formed the basis for the resumption of production; and talent training, int-
ernal institutional construction, and product market expansion further promoted the enterpris-
e's integration into local society and the regional market. At the same time, shortages of ener-
gy, financial pressure, and the postwar outflow of capital also indicate that the formation and
continuation of the local adaptation mechanisms of wartime private enterprises were shaped
by the combined effects of state mobilization, regional resources, market conditions, and corp-
orate governance, while also being constrained by practical limitations.

Keywords: Private enterprises during the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression; Indu-

strial inland relocation; Local adaptation; Zhongyuan Paper Mill; Economic history
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