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Abstract: Xinyang Maojian, as a geographically indicated protected product, has been included
in the national intangible cultural heritage list. Its exquisite traditional production techniques
are not only treasures within Chinese tea culture but also reflect the local knowledge of the

Xinyang region. However, relying solely on a geographical indication-centered intellectual prop-
erty protection model has gradually become insufficient to meet the needs of preserving Xiny-
ang Maojian's production skills and community culture. The emergence of counterfeit practices
in the market and the crisis in intangible cultural heritage technique transmission indicate th-
at the current protection mechanism has not been effectively implemented. The article prima-
rily analyzes the issues of institutional mismatch and fragmented management faced by the p-

rotection of Xinyang Maojian as intangible cultural heritage, pointing out that the private nat-
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ure, time limitation, and innovation incentive orientation of the modern intellectual property
system conflicts with the community—centered, perpetual, and tradition-preserving characteris-
tics of intangible cultural heritage. The article suggests establishing a collaborative protection
system from the perspective of legal and policy frameworks, further strengthening the applic-
ability and expansion of existing intellectual property systems such as geographical indications,
trademarks, and trade secrets in intangible cultural heritage protection, while also cautiously
exploring and introducing international concepts of special rights and soft law norms based o-
n "prior informed consent and benefit-sharing." At the implementation level, it is necessary to
establish a multi—layered governance system guided by national legislation, coordinated by lo-
cal administration, self—regulated by industry communities, and supported by technical evide-
nce, ultimately achieving the inheritance of intangible cultural heritage, healthy industrial dev-
elopment, and fair protection of community interests, providing theoretical and practical refer-
ences for the sustainable development of similar traditional craft intangible heritage.
Keywords: Xinyang Maojian; Traditional production techniques; Geographical indication; Benef-

it sharing; Collective rights; Living inheritance
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