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Abstract: Since the late Qing period, Shanghai storytelling once exhibited a trend of "abnormal
prosperity", attracting the attention of many scholars and achieving certain accomplishments.
However, due to the scarcity of historical materials, research on modern Shanghai storytelling
has been relatively fragmented and weak. This paper divides previous research findings into t-
hree aspects: the conceptual examination and origin tracing of storytelling, the study of Shang
hai shuyu, and the study of Shanghai shuchang. Research on Shanghai storytelling in the late
Qing and early Republican periods should focus on three areas of development: first, further
sorting out and clarifying the origins of storytelling, and examining its innovations and influe
ncing factors in specific periods; second, paying attention to Shanghai female tancs and its i-
mpact during the late Qing and early Republican periods, while also focusing on the perform-
ance for livelihood of Shanghai female storytelling artists; third, focusing on the interaction b-
etween Shanghai shuchang and Shanghai society, and emphasizing the dual role of the "shu m
atou."
Keywords: Late Qing and early Republican periods; Shanghai storytelling; Female tanci in shu-
yu, Shanghai shuchang; Storytelling profession
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