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From Regional Landscape to National Symbol : The
Construction of Community Identity in Harbin Ice and
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Abstract: Harbin ice and snow culture, evolving from a fishing and hunting lighting tool along
the Songhua River into a national symbol representing the community of the Chinese nation,
constitutes a typical case in which local knowledge undergoes a leap in meaning through the
intervention of state discourse, ritual practice, and institutionalization. This transformation is

culturally rooted in the multi—ethnic shared experience of surviving in ice and snow, and co-

gnitively initiated by the policy shift encapsulated in the phrase "ice and snow are also invalu-
able assets." Through embodied practices within ritual spaces such as the Harbin Ice and Sno-

w World—characterized by bodily co—presence, affective resonance, and collective memory in-
scription—abstract community consciousness is translated into tangible and perceptible experi-

ences of identification. Moreover, through multi-layered institutional frameworks and the cross

—regional diffusion of symbols, this identification acquires the capacity for sustained reprodu-

ction. Local practices aimed at consolidating the consciousness of the Chinese national comm-
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unity can find their foundation in local knowledge, cultivate affect through ritual experience,
achieve stabilization within institutional frameworks, and extend identification through symbol-
ic circulation. The paradigmatic significance of Harbin ice and snow culture lies not in offeri-
ng a mechanically replicable template, but in revealing the possible conditions and internal
m-echanisms of mutual transformation between local experience and national narrative.
Keywords: Ice and snow culture; Consciousness of the Chinese national community; Ritual sp-

ace; Institutionalization
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