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Abstract: Artificial Intelligence Generated Content (AIGC) is reshaping the aesthetic paradigm

of design. Design creation is no longer an isolated individual behavior, but a socialized practi-
ce of human—machine collaboration. This article takes Kant's aesthetics as the theoretical fou-
ndation, believing that aesthetics is the ability to judge an object or a representation through
pleasure or displeasure without any interest, and is reflected in the "free activity of imaginati-
on" and the "free game" that coordinates with intellectual laws. In this framework, this study
examines the mechanism and internal challenges of the generation of popular aesthetic subje-
cts in AIGC technology, and uses AIGC to help aesthetic activities break through professional
barriers and move towards an open zone of public participation. Individuals have gained unp-
recedented creative and expressive rights through algorithms, giving rise to new forms of aest-
hetic subjectivity. The utilitarian tendency of algorithms, the convergence of styles, and the i-
mpoverishment of emotions also erode Kant's definition of "purposeless conformity" in free ae-

sthetics. Through the analysis of public art project cases, this article argues that AIGC not on-
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ly endows surface freedom, but also profoundly reshapes aesthetic rationality and social relati-
onships. The article ultimately points out the reconstruction path of future design aesthetics,
advocating that AIGC should become a medium to assist humans in maintaining and expandi-
ng creative freedom, rather than replacing human aesthetic judgment. Designers must re anc-
hor their own role positioning, seek a dialectical balance between freedom and rationality in
human-machine co creation, and let design return to human value ontology.

Keywords: AIGC; Design aesthetics; Mass subject; Kantian aesthetics; Human machine co crea-

tion
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