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Chinese Gothic

Jia Huahua'
(* Shanghai, 201600, China)

Abstract: Chinese Gothic takes Gothic, a motif repeatedly appropriated in visual culture, as an en-
try point to explore the relationship between geography, architecture, the body, and symbols. Un-
like Grant Wood and Gordon Parks, who construct cultural identity, this project focuses on a dif-f
erent cultural condition in the Chinese context: in the absence of a Gothic architectural tradition,
a pseudo-European visual landscape has gradually formed through introduction, imitation, and c-
ollage. Since the 1930s, cities represented by Shanghai have built large numbers of Western—style
buildings, marking the early development of modernity in China; since the late 20th century, wi-
th the development of real estate, various architectural styles have been mixed and reproduced,

and European classical forms have been simplified into decorative symbols, forming a de—histori-
cized post—Gothic visual language. In this context, the photographer places herself in the image

as an indexical body intervening in the spatial structure. The figure appears in a black dress, wi-
th a faceless and static posture, weakening subjectivity and emphasizing the structural relationshi-
p between body and architecture. By juxtaposing the pseudo—historicity and symbolic features of

architecture with the anonymity of the figure, the work reflects on cultural identity and visual p-
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erception. The project does not aim to construct a localized Gothic tradition, but uses simulacra
and bodily posture to question the production of the contemporary cultural landscape and its vie-
wing and re—encoding by others.

Keywords: Photographic practice; Architectural landscape; Visual culture

— —

Eftﬁ%z—ﬁ,ﬁ$ﬁﬁz,B@E%&,%ﬁg%ﬁm%,ﬁﬁ«¢5%ﬁﬁ»%ﬂ

i
I
i

> It &
E2 bgREH0, BFI955F, &8 (FEFHR) R

www.shiharr.com -50 -



AT - By 5ammin

E3 tEE=—2Mm, %8 (PEHERX) &7

-51- www.shiharr.com



AT - By 5ammin

B4 bgibRETR, #F (1914-1922) , i BEXLEEERRTR, &8 (FEHHR) R

— S — - = - - —

E5 LBiVIRMK, MIinEETExRERN (Eazi) , &8 (FEFHERX) &7

www.shiharr.com -52-



AT - By 5ammin

i i

muu "

SANEA m [RITTRY || REER &
| [T |"l T [

0 g R
--& LF ][] I-lllllI"ll||]l-'llllll"-l

~(IE

Eo6 LiBtiIRIEL/VE, REMFENANE, £8 (PEFHERX) &7

&7 J:,’éFﬁﬁﬁE“’lLE%%?, L:_Fl920$, HENAENEFEE, &8 (PEFHERX) &7

-53- www.shiharr.com



AN - B 5amhin

_ Zyetiin 2 e - = : &) - ¥ = e
B8 bBsKTXERE, 19315F%mM, FHENE, &8 (FEHFR) &7

www.shiharr.com -54 -



AT - By 5ammin

- —i - - A

B9 LEWIREL/ME, SHNAFERNAEEHERANE, £8 (PEFER)

-55- www.shiharr.com



S

QAVANES .. S =
ZA TSN =

e —

251

© S

AEET

(1847-1853) EBERZRNAE, ¥EH (PEEHF) &RT

FIEHE,

X&E

E10 LiEs&EH

-56-

www.shiharr.com



AT - By 5ammin

=

[JI

IHTI]
[}

g !
"5 41 5] S
f - DNy
n T E T
.;l_‘ L'"%-Q
J : F NEEH] SR
A SE W5y
T =
2
o= 2
S
f = e 5
| i
[ '
12 [
4 8 : .
[ I — i
i [ o 0 il
i W by
2 - i K
vl . o5 = L
. - ! | :_(__,7 3 ietmp ."

Ell DEMERAERE, BF2000F, RERESEARE, E8 (PESFHX) &5

-57- www.shiharr.com



AN - B 5amhin

E12 DEMEERE, BT1876%F, BAEMNIAFEMNTEANE, &8 (FESH) &5

www.shiharr.com -58 -



AT - By 5ammin

1l

—
7
3
L i
=
4
435

3, e

E14 EstIRHX, HElEXRE, &8 (PESHFX) &7

TR AT AN T

-59 - www.shiharr.com



AT - By 5ammin

T e
- v

E15 EmtIRAX, HfaflEX g, &8 (PESHFR) Ry, FEE

www.shiharr.com -60-



AT - By 5ammin

Ele L&M)IIFEEERE, BF1900F, &8 (FESHFR) &5

-61- www.shiharr.com



© RIS R

AEET

E17 LBAUTREAK, SRS PR IARIANE, E8 (FESHER) &5

-62-

www.shiharr.com



AT - By 5ammin

E Ty

E18 LI, RIGMAGHER, &8 (PEHN) R

-63- www.shiharr.com



AT - By 5ammin

E20 EistiTHiRE1~mE, 20165FKRT, MbHEXNE. &8 (PEHF) R

www.shiharr.com - 64 -



