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Abstract: The crime of purchasing trafficked women and children has long been a focus of s-
ocial concern and debate. The statutory penalties for this offense contain several issues within
their internal framework, including an imbalance between the crime and its punishment co-
mpared to similar offenses, an inversion in the valuation of human beings versus property, a-
nd inconsistencies with the basic theories of accomplices. Consequently, the severity of punis-
hment is difficult to justify in proportion to the immorality of the act. Considering the curre-
nt criminal situation in China, the judicial application of this crime, and academic theoretical
an-alyses, it is indeed necessary to amend its statutory penalties. It is recommended to reaso-
nably increase the statutory penalties for purchasing trafficked women and children-raising th-
em, but not to the same level as those for trafficking, thereby maintaining a certain gradient
of differentiation. Additionally, a comprehensive governance approach should be adopted, incl-
uding narrowing the scope of complicity, properly handling cases of good-faith purchases, est-
ablishing an integrated law enforcement system, and promoting social awareness reforms.
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ility; Limited increases in statutory penalties; Handling of accomplices; Treatment of bona fide

purchases.
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