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Abstract: Unlike traditional forms of violence, cyber violence exhibits novel characteristics in

terms of subject, scope, conduct, medium, and consequence. In the context of cyber violence,
online platforms not only provide the infrastructural conditions for its emergence but also o-
ccupy a structurally dominant position in its governance. However, the current criminal—law

response is marked by legislative absence and judicial inefficacy, resulting in an indistinct all-
ocation of supervisory liability to platforms and, consequently, in ineffective enforcement and
poor regulatory outcomes. From a comparative—law perspective, Germany's regime of platform
regulation shares structural similarities with China's, while its criminal—law approach to platf-
orm liability for cyber violence offers instructive insights. Accordingly, the refinement of platf-
orm liability for cyber violence in China must proceed from domestic realities and selectively
transplant foreign experience, with particular attention to balancing four constellations of ten-

sion: (1) the interplay between statutory interpretation and institutional innovation; (2) the rel-
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ationship between ex-ante prevention and ex-post supervision; (3) the equilibrium between leg-
al regulation and freedom of expression; and (4) the dialectic between the limitation of rights
and the expansion of duties.

Keywords: Digital era; Cyber violence; Platform supervisory liability; Sino—German comparison
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